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IN THE CLAIMS : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of recording video image 
images comprising tho otepo of: _^ 

successively receiving a plurality of video image — images 
from a surveillance camera systems- 
recording a first one of said video images received at a 
first time and a second one of said video images received at a 
second time later than the first time; an d said video imag e ; and 

thinning each of said recorded video image — in — accordancQ 
with — pasoago — of — time — of — e ach — ef — said — r e corded — video — imag e — to 

output said thinned vid e o imag e and said r e corded video 

imag e . images to form thinned video images, and outputting such 
thinned video images, wherein 

a thinning rate for the first one of said video images is 

higher than a thinning rate for the second one of said video 
images . 
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2 . (Currently Amended) A^ The m ethod as claimed in claim 

1 f wherein said a top ef thinning comprioing the otop 

e# comprises : 

thinning frames of each said recorded video image for e ach 
r e cording unit a predetermined nounber of frames , wherein 

further thinning said st e p — — thinning — thinned frames is 

further thinned bM a later recording unit, while a later 

predetermined number of frames is being recorded. 

3 . (Currently Amended) A^ -The m ethod as claimed in claim 

1 , wherein said step of recording comprising the st e p 

e fcomprises : 

recurrently distributing and recording said video imago — of 
each — r e cording — unit — of — said — vid e o — imag e — to — e ach — of images to a 
plurality of recording areas ; and 

e ach said — recording — unit , sai dsaid thinning comprises 

thinning a video image recorded in one of a — plurality — ©f — said 
recording areas being — thinned whil e when said one of a plurality 
of said recording areas is not used for recording said video 
image . 
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4 - (Currently Amended) A^ The m ethod as claimed in claim 
3 , further comprioing otop of wherein recording comprises : 

recording oai^ — a thinned video image with — time — r e lation 
with — 3aid — vid e o — image and a timing relationship between the 
recorded thinned image and one of the recorded video images 
recorded — while — oai d when one of a — plurality — of — said recording 
areas is used for recording ga^dr- a thinned video image. 

5 . (Currently Amended) A — The m ethod as claimed in claim 
1, further comprising^ th e otepo of: 

composing said — one of video image — images and a thinned 

video image in each of said recording areas in — accordance — with 

pa 00 age of time of said video image an d thinned video 

image. while said composed video image and said composed thinned 
image are being recorded. 
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6. (Currently Amended) A — The m ethod as claimed in claim 
1, further comprisingj^ the otopo of : 

generating time data; and 

attaching oaid time data to each frame of oaid video imag e 
images to be recorded with oaid video imag e images . 

7. (Currently Amended) A video image recording apparatus 
comprising: 

a plurality of recording means for recording video 
imago images ; 

switching means for switching said recording means ^fe© — for 
recurrently r e cord — sai drecording a video image in each of said 
recording means each — recording — unit; every predetermined number 
of frames; and 

thinning means for thinning oaid vid e o image each of 

recorded video images in one of said recording means while said 
one of said recording means is not used for recording oaid — a 
video image . 
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8 . (Currently Amended) A — The video image recording 
apparatus as claimed in claim 7, further comprising: 

recording means for recording said — a timing relationship 
between a thinned video image with time relation with sai d and a 
video image recorded while said one of a plurality of said 
recording means is used for recording said a video image. 

9. (Currently Amended) A — The video image recording 
apparatus as claimed in claim 8, further comprising: 

composing means for composing said — a video image and 

thinned video image in each of recording areas in accordance 
with paooago — ef — time — ef — sa^ da timing relationship between a 
video image and a_thinned video image^ to output said a composed 
video image . 

10. (Currently Amended) A The video image recording 

apparatus as claimed in claim 9, further comprising: 

reproducing means for reproducing said composed video 
image . 
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11. (Currently Amended) A — The video image recording 
apparatus as claimed in claim €7, further comprising: 

generating means for generating time data ; and 
data attaching means for attaching oaid time data to each 
frame of said video imago images . 

12. (New) The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 
recording video images comprises : 

recording a present frame of one of video images when there 
is variation between the present frame and a previous frame of a 
video image preceding the present frame; and 

not recording the present frame when there is no variation 
between the present frame and the previous frame. 

13. (New) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein 
thinning of each of recorded video images comprises : 

thinning each of the recorded video images over time while 
the present frame is not being recorded. 
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14. (New) The method as claimed in claim 13, further 
comprising: 

stopping thinning each recorded video image when a minimum 
number of frames is left in the recorded video image. 

15. (New) The video image recording apparatus as claimed 
in claim 1 , wherein each of the recording means is for recording 
a present frame of one of video images when there is variation 
between the present frame and a previous frame of the video 
image preceding the present frame, and each of the recording 
means is for not recording the present frame when there is no 
variation between the present frame and the previous frame. 
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